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SCOTT COUNTY KICKER.
EVERYTHING 18 FREE.

The Kicker does not waste much
time wilh the doings nt Washington,
but things are so rotten over there
Mutt 1 have to give my Republican
friends mi occasional object lesson so
tlmt they may see thnt their crowd
Is us. bad us cun be

The post office department is in the
hole up to the neck. To attract pub
lie attention awny from 'the renl
cause it was announced that newspa-
pers were abusing the second-clas- s

until mutter privileges and postmns
?r were notified to "tighten up" on

tlieifi.
One trouble is that there are too

tunny railroud attorneys in charge
at Washington, und the government
pays, the railroads four times us
ranch for hauling tltsjualls us the ex
press companies pay for hauling

matter.
Another trouble is the abuse of the

ranking privilege of government of-

ficials. They can send an iron sufe
across the country HY MAIi. free.

You cannot send exceeding five i removal fights
pounds. this is that ' of every tlio man
the goveriilfMkt officials have ulso
franking privileges over express lines
und tiie express companies prefer
that they use the mulls. Hut you
have no such privilege and the ex-

press companies want you to pat
couize them.

A franking privilege is a permit to
use the service free. All government
officials, including senutors ami con-

gressmen, have it. Is it any wonder
they oppose public ownership. It
costs them nothing for express, tele
graph, mail or railroad fare. What
better could they ask? As to rail
i and fare, if one is high enough up
:t supreme judge, cabinet officer or
president, for instance u special
train is furnished.

Testifying before the house com
tuit tees on postoffices nnd post roads,
Edwin C. Madden, third assistant!
postmaster general, said that indis-

criminate use of the government free
mail envelope by various executive
departments of the government was
one of the chief causes of the postal
deficit. He said thut typewriters,
billiard tables, desks, chairs, lounges,
carpets, book-case- s, and heavy steel
safes were sent on mail free at
all times of the year, that it hap
peiied that much of these heavy

were made during the
period when the malls were weighed
for ninety days in order to determine
the basis of compensation to rail
roads. Mr. Madden said that in
18011 this government free matter,
exclusive of bags and wrappings,
constituted 12.."8 per cent, of the en-

tire weight carried. Postmaster
General Cortelyou, he said, had esti-

mated that in 11)01 the government
lost in round numbers pi'O.OOO.OOO

by this free matter.
Twenty million dollars a year, Mr.

Taxpayer, is what it costs you for
the "free" mail service your aervuuts
at Washington huve inaugurated
themselves. You have the word of the
third assistant postmaster general
for it and I ara sure lie wouldn't
have told it if there had been any
way around it:

Your servants can seud billiard
tables, desks, lounges, and carpets by
mail without cost to them, whileyou
have the privilege of sending not ex-

ceeding five pounds if you pay in
advance.

Great system, eh?
Well, that is what you have beeu

voting for, and I reckon you'll keep
It up. Just vote 'er straight.

THE DEADLY PARALLEL.
The way to best get people to see

straight is to point out parallel cas-

es with a directly opposite result.
Pat Crow, who kidnapped million-
aire Cudahy's boy and held him for

25,000 ransom, was tried at Oma-
ha, Neb., by a jury and acquitted.
Of course the millionaire press of the
country is iudignaut at the verdict,
and "prominent citizens"' of Omaha
have notified the jurors to leuve,
claiming that they are "enemies of law
und order and in sympathy with

' crime and criminals."
Of course this souuds very bad to

the jurymen. There has been no evi
dence of bribery or "fixing," but the
jury just turned the prisoner loose,
And the whole country-thatistos- ny,

the "respectable" element feels out-
raged. A rich man's boy can be stol- -

en and nobody imprisoned.
Now let us look at the other side

- of the picture and we may be able to
understand why such a verdict is
possible. A millionaire rascal is
caught d with the loot on
h,in and U dragged into court. There
is no escaping the penitentiary If the
law is applied J The jury hears the

' evidence and would fix him plenty if
Hrmlttd to do so.
But how does the matter wind up?

Why, tbeudge instructs the jury to
bring in a verdict of not guilty 1

And do you ever bear of the news
papers or "respectable element" or--.

judge to leave the country?

HE PETITIONS HIMSELF.
We all know tlmt the men who

huve been the most successful in poll- -'

tics are th6so whp nre called "con
servntlve." They keep u closed
mouth on all loent matters where
public opinion is divided. It they
cun discover which is the heuvy side
you will catch them flopping over to
It, hut untitauch discovery is made
you will And them serenely perched
on the top rail of the fence with u leg
hanging on either side.

It seems to me tlmt public 'men
should have and express opinions on
public matters. They have better
opportunities to Investigate! and
should therefore be better posted
than the average citizen. Tim policy
of "say nothing and hold onto the
Job" is not sound. People should
know where their servants stand on
all mutters public. It helps them to
determine what sort of servants they
have nnd what they stand for.

In Scott county 1 have passed
through local option tights, county
seat und political

The reuson for struggles kind, but

cars
and

for

uering-tb- e

who has the distinction of holding
office longer than any other tniiu in

the state could never be located any-

where at miy time except on the
top rail.

The tights thut caused the greatest
amount of bitterness were the liquor
fights. From all of these the county
clerk hits emerged witli thefrieiidship
of the preachers and saloon-keeper- s

alikeespecially the saloon-keeper- s.

I couldn't understuudit. Heyond
an occasion glass of beer ut rare in-

tervals he does not indulge, and can
not be regarded as desirable by the
saloons from that point of view. A-

lthough he never signs a petition the
local saloon has always fought for
his harder than any other
candidate. I wondered how he got
around signing the petition and yet
retained the friendship of the saloon.
So, one day, I asked him why 'he re-

fused to sign petitions. "I never sign
any petition that comes before this
court," said he, "because it might be
construed ns unduly influencing the
court."

I saw the point. While it was only
his duty to record what the court
did. yet the ignorant public might
accuse him of influencing the action
of the court by signing a request to
do The clerk was right.
Even with this great precaution on
Ids part I have heard many ignorant
lubbers intimate that he was "the
court."

However. 1 admire the clerks good
judgment in refusing to sign petitions
tlmt come before the court. It is en-- ,

tirely proper and does not interfere
with his position on the top ruil.
But 1 did feel somewhat outraged
when our prosecuting uttorneyeased
up on his church and Sunday school
work and began signing saloon peti-

tions. He is the legal adviser of the
court, and if the clerk's signature
might be construed as unduly influ-

encing the court, how about tliepros-editin- g

attorney? '
But now comes the limit. The W.

C. T. I'., of Oran, has had pub-

lished the names of The signers of the
Orau saloon petitions. Unless it is a
forgery there appears the name of
citizeu and tax-pay- Charles E
Moore petitioning County Judge
Charles E. Moore to grant dramshop
license to Oran applicants.

Let us reverently doff our huts to
the county clerk, He seems to be the
only one who fears that his signa-

ture might influence the court.
V noble trait of character.

FARMER WANTS TO KNOW.
Illrao, Mp March S, 1000.

Editor Kicker: I take the liberty
to write vou for some information
concerning the Scott county and
Care Olrardeau toll road. Thev
have regulations that permit some to
go the round trip for 23 cents, while
otners must pay uoumeiuis amount.

A mrmer witii proauce gets tne cut
rate, while one with an empty wagon
must pay the fare 25 cents each way
for team and wagon. ho is to
judge the quantity of produce that is
required to entitle one to travel on
nan rare i

To make a lone story short, will
vou Dlease look ud the law on toll
roaas ana puonsn tne tacts? i tninic
if the matter was agitated, some
means might be found fordolnir away
witn tne grait. lam toia tnat ne
old charter expired in February.
1004, but by some means the matter
got into court, and I am told by an
official of the company that no de
cision will be reached for about three
years the supreme court being just
tnat iar oenino. wnn us woric.

If you would write to Jefferson
City and get the facts and find some
wavbf doing away with this hbzb way
robbery, you would receive the thanks
of one-ho- lt the DeoDleo! Bcott county.
. I am told thai the, compauy will
extend its road to Rockview and
Chaffee. That will be fat picking for
the company. KespectfuHy

John T. Boss,
Much as the Kicker would like to

earn and deserve the thanks of one
half the people of Scott county,
know it would be only a waste of
postage to write to Jefferson City

And as for the law what do corpor-
ations euro for the law?

Louis Houck, I believe, Is the boss
of the rond. The charter expired as
stated by Mr. Iloss, and suit was
brought to make him open up und
let go. He lost und appealed, to
maminn. And mamma is good to
the corporation.

The money collected from theieo
pie will pay all the court expenses
and yet leave thousands upon thou-
sands of dollars as profit for the
stock-holde- rs of the road. If they
hold their patrons up at the muzzle
of a gun and extracted the amounts

the
judgment,
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in rut.i h.

our goveniment.
License is the foundation
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Destroythe and dMwn'i-j- day-inclu- ding

the structure.

HERB A I.E.
Tin-saloo- petition of A. L. lan

evening 2, Uusuicks

ordered special .zv? Crowder.
Benton,

the -- "enton, Cary,

tV1"1:. unimproved in of

son, county treasurer: F. Vt at-kin-s,

sheriff; C. deputy
surveyor; Arthurf collector;
IJ. . mlkerson, deputy R. A.
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W. W. Cannon,
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Humphrey, Freund,
Fornes, Chap Wade, Mary
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R. M. TirmenBtein,
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day the fellows who
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' holidays and they seem to think is
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gets home and everything furnished
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while foos
dollar
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March

the
Arkansas. If you want to sell, lias
your farm or property with me. I
stand a hundred chances to sell to
your one. If you want to buy, see
IV v, a. harper, Kenton, Mo.

Foksalk. 700 acres of land on
Little River in Drain Ditch N'o. 1. A
10-roo- house, 2room teuant.house,
baru 72x00 and out buildings all
in good condition. 200 head of cat-
tle, 50 tons clover hay, Garr-Scot- e

thresher outfit ana tarm machinery.
Beat rangejfor stock in Southeast
Missouri. Will sell all or part to
right man at a bargain. Wm, Fer
guson, Vanduser, Mo.

Fon Sale or Rent. Good
dwelling, with cellar, water and out
buildings. Known as the C. J. Rush

roperty. Twenty fruit, trees on Jot.
ood drainage. For particulars ap

ply to J. C. Drury, Kelso, Mo, 15-i-I

Stallion fob Salb. I nave a fine
stallion thut I will sell cheap. My
reason for selling is that I am get-
ting too old to care for him properly.
Louis' Hahn, mm Hambitrg, lid.

Notice. I have some fa' milch
cows for sale. Cash or good note.
lOtf W. C. Lambkbt. Benton. Mo.
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